Since the 2000s, the concept of the Anthropocene has
sparked numerous debates between the natural and social
sciences regarding the definition of this new geological
epoch, which is said to be dominated by human activities.
It has thus very quickly become a central and cross-
disciplinary concept for thinking about the transition to a
new planetary regime, both in academic circles and in the
media, particularly online.

However, in March 2024, geological institutions refused to
recognise the validity of this concept within the field of
geologicalsciences.How canthisrefusalbe explained? What
should be done with the concept of the Anthropocene?
And how can we continue the interdisciplinary dialogue
between the ‘natural’ and ‘social’ sciences in the age of
the ecological crisis and the internet? These are the key
questions addressed throughout this conference, which is
aimed at all fields of knowledge concerned with human-
induced global change, transcending the traditional divide
between ‘sciences’ and ‘humanities’.
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Welcome

“What should we do with the Anthropocene?”
Fabien Colombo (Social Sciences, MSHBX Laureate)

Session 1 — Geological signals of the Anthropocene

Themes: Geology, formalization, golden spike

Anthropocene Working Group, Jan Zalasiewicz,

Mark Williams, Simon Turner (Geological Sciences,
University of Leicester & University College London)

Discussion

Break

Session 2 — Planetary trajectories of the Anthropocene

Themes: Earth System science, Great Acceleration,
complexity

José Halloy (Sustainability Sciences, Université Paris Cité)
Martin Bohle (Geoethics, Universitat Erfurt)

Discussion
Interdisciplinary Dialogue #1
From geological signals to planetary dynamics

Guiding question: Are we referring to the same
Anthropocene in geology and Earth System
science?

Lunch (catered)

Session 3 — Environmental philosophies in the

Anthropocene
Themes: Philosophy, modernity, ontology
13:30 Catherine Larrére (Philosophy, Université Paris
Panthéon-Sorbonne)
14:30 Discussion

Session 4 — Future societies in the Anthropocene
Themes: Sociology, education, sustainability

14:45 Eric Macé (Sociology, Université de Bordeaux)

15:15 Francois Prouteau (Education sciences,
Université Catholique de 'Ouest)

15:45 Discussion

16:00 Break

Interdisciplinary Dialogue #2
From conceptual frameworks to interdisciplinary
practices

16:15 Under what conditions is interdisciplinary
research on the Anthropocene possible?

17:00 Interdisciplinary Perspectives
“Building interdisciplinarity in the Anthropocene”

Discussion

17:45 Conclusion

Social gathering
20:00 Dinner in Bordeaux



